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cies of their Re 


-PSAL. v. Vr. ri. N 
et them alſo that love thy Name, be, joyful 


in thee. 


F we conſider how many 7s# and Great Octaſions we have 
had for Thankſgiving ; ind how often we have been called 
upon by Publick Authority, to the Performance of this 
Delightful Duty: It might Reaſonably be ſuppos'd, thar 
we of this Nation, were more Perfect in it, than any other 


in the World. 


But alas! we ſhall find it quite otherwiſe upon the leaſt Re- 
flection: Our Gratitude at beſt has laſted little longer than the 
Day of Rejoicing; and that Rejoicing conſiſted too often in the 
Pride of Succeſs, in Vain-Glorious ing, Luxury or Intem- 
perance. And when this was once over, People have returned 
again to their former Ertors and Vices; to the Defaming, De- 
ceiving, or wers one another; To the leſſening the Mer- 
emption; nay, ſometimes, to the queſtioning 

the very Being of that God, whom they have ſo lately pretend- 
ed to Praiſe : And all this with ſuch Induſtry and Warmth, as f 
it were the Particular Buſineſs of their ſeveral Vocations. I 
ſhall endeavour rg contribute ſomerhing towards the ReQifying 
theſe dreadful Miſtakes; The Regulating our Praiſe , The Set- 
tling and Fixing it upon ſuch Grounds and Principles, as may 
make it Acceptable to our God, and Beneficial to our Selves. 
And for this — I have choſen theſe Words, Let them that 
love thy name be joyful in thee. 
The Royal Prophet begins this Pſalm in the way of a Prayer; 
but as no Heart was ever ſo full of Zeal for God's Glory, or of 
HolyGratitude for the Mercies which He had received from him, 
he quickly runs into Raptures of Thankſgiving, (7. 6.) Thos ſpalt 
acflroy them that ſpeak leaſing : The Lord will abhor the bloody and 
weceirful man. Is not this a Deſcription of the Enemy that we are 
concerned withal ? Arid does not the Pſalmiſt fer us an excellent 
Example as to what we are now Doing, in what immediately 


follows; But as for me, I will come into thy bruſe in the maltitude of 
thy mercy ; and in thy fear, will 1 worſhip toward thy holy Temple. 


Ves, ſays he again, Ler al thoſe that put their Truft in thee 


in thee. 


rejoice; let them ever ſhout for 72 berauſe thou defendeſt them : Let 
oyful IS 


them alſo that love thy name be j 


The Duty we are exhorted to here, is, the being joyful in the Lord. 


The Qualifications for our being fo, are included in the W F 
: A | 0 9 17 8 
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bu Name. From which alſo will ariſe Proper Metives for the ex- 

citing thoſe who are ſo qualified, to the Performance of this Du- 

ty; and withal, make them do it in ſuch a manner 2s may 

render it acceptable to Gody and of ſubſtaatial and laſting *Advan- 
rho S648 bs 6; he 


Ly 


tage to themſelves. * 
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I. Let us ſee in what that Duty does conſiſt, which is contain». 
. ed in thoſe Words; 7 will be joyſul in thee. As the Holy Paſſion 
of Religious Joy muſt rife from a Worthy Cauſe, fo it muſt be di- 
refted to its Proper Objekt only. Thot which riſes from Succeſt in 
Vitious, or Worldly Deſigns ; from the gratifying of any Luft. 
or Paſſion; from 0 
hut a ſhort- livd Joy, and ſadly over-ballanc'd by the guilty Sor- 
row which quickly follows : That which ſprings from Vanity 
and Pride, from any Bale Value that a Man ſets upon himſelf. 
and makes him attribute any great and unexpected Event to Hu- 
man Wiſdom or Force, has but a weak and incertain Foundati- 
on. But when the Hleſſings that we recęive ale of the hig het h- 
ertance as to this World; and for our Eternal Welfare as to the 
orld to come: When the ancient Enemies of our Ceuntre and 
* Religion are overthrown; Wheir That Torrent of Popery and Arbi- 
trary Power, which had over-run great Part of the World, and 
threaten'd all the reſt, has been forc'd to retire fo far towards its 
former Bounds, and to prey only upon the ſervile Supporters af 
them both; When we mn ſo fair a Proſpe& of a firm Eſtabliſh. 
ment of the Juſt Rights. and Liberties of all Europe, as well as our 


Own ;.Theje are Great and Noble Occaſions for a good Chriſtian's 


Joy. | | 3 S 4 
And this Joy will become Solid and Laſting, when ſuch Bleſ- 
ſings are attributed to God alone ; not to any Saint or Angel, or 
any of the Hoſt of Heaven; not to Chance or Fatality; But to 
Infinite Wiſdom, prompted by Infiaire Goodneſs, and acting by 
Almighty Power. Furthermore, as David was the Author of 
this Pſalm, who not only believed in the Mah, but wrote fre- 


quently of him; ſo in his chief Hymns of Praiſe, he muſt have 


Rejoic'd particularly to ſee his Day: Therefore the Few: interpret 
this Expreſſion here and in other Places, of being joyful in God, 
the being Joyful in u Word, ; and what chet Word ſignifies, 
St. John has explain d at large in the beginning of his Go 


8 
. Wherefore by being Foyful in Gad, is meant the acknow! dgi ng 


with Humble Gratitude, that H: is the Fountain of all Spirirua 


We and Temporal Benefits thro' Chriſt Jeſus; He alone, excluſive of 


, alloths: Beings whatſoever : Excluſive of all thoſe wild Errors, 


which queſtion his Exiſtence, or Detrat from his Providence; 


and the Praiſing kimi accordingly. 
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Theſe are the Chief Subject:; and this the Merbod of the follow - - 


ovetouſneſs, Intemperance, or Revenge, is 
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Lam, the Leader of his Forefathers out of the Hooſe of Bondage, 


ticular Attribute in the behalf of ſome particular Perſon or Nati- 


Sid Almighty, but by u Name FEHOV AH, was I not known te them. = 


the Lox b-MAY © 8, Sc. 1 


Ftom whence it follows, That a grod Chriſttan is moſt capable of 
beirg Jeyful in the Lord, and moſt ag d to be ſo. % 

An Neathen muy be joyful in ſome God or other, accordiog 38 
his Fancy leads him, (ſo may s Papiſt too in any Saint or Angel,) 
as hisDeliverer or BenefaQor:Bur as this is founded upon no good 
Grounds, fo it can afford no ſolid, no laſting or. 

A Modes Jew may rejoice in God, af the Giver of the Moſaice! 


and in the Hopes of many Temporal Advantages by that Mee, 
who as they fancy is ſtill ro come; but whatever this Joy is, it 
muſt be damped by the miſerable Circumſtances of their Univer- 
fa] Difperfion. © ; | | FIR 
But when a Chriſtian comes to conſider, that all the Mereies 4 
which he receives ue thro” the Merits and Iuterceſſom of his Gra- | 
cious Redeemer; When h reflects how many Wonders of Divine 
Love ſhone thro* all ba Words and Actions, and what Miſeries * 
he was expoy'd to, in his Humble Life, as well as in his Ble 
Dub; When he looks upon the Publick Bleſſings which we Ce- \ 
lebrate, the frequent Defeats of our Enemies, in their Councils 
and their Armies; and the H»ppineſs that we enjoy in Comparĩ- 
ſon of other Nations: When he ſees all this to be the Effects 
of the ſame Love, and wholly and entirely due to that alone; 
How'muſt he with all the Powers of a Grateful Soul, and all rhe” 
Riprures of Sincere and Fervent Praiſe, be joyful i» the Te! . 
| Moreover, as a Chriſtian is thus moſt capable of being Joyful . 


in God, ſo in the next Place is he oblig'd ro be fo accordingly - 


And as God always ſupplies the Means where he requires the 
Duty, ſo he may have, | wy Hf 


„II. The Beſt Qualification for it. - The Firf and Chief of all 
which, and from whence the reſt will naturally flow; is menti- 
oned here expreſly by the Royal Pſalmiſt ; Let them that Love 
thy Name be Myful in thee. | that 

Love is the Foundation ob a Chrif#/an's Praife ; and O how” 
perfect, how delightful will this make it! How pleaſing to Men, 
and Angels ! How acceptable to the God of Mercy and Love ! 
Ler Them that Love thy Name be fal in thee. | wt Ys * 

The Name of God is compos d of all thoſe ſe veral Attributes, 
by which the Excellencies and Operations of the Divine Nature 
are ſet forth ro Men; ſet forth, not according to their Perfecti- 
on, but according to Man's Capacity. a 
Let this Name conſiſts ſametimes, in the Exerting of ſome par- 


on, according to the Nature or Degree of that Benefit, which is 
ar that time beſtowed upon them. Thus, Exe chap· 6. v. 3. 
F appeared unto Abraham, unte Iſaac, and unto Jacob, by the Name of 


Which; whoever-conſults the Context, will find to be to this 
T —* A3 | purpole ; 


+. 
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— —— 2äͤã„•„« ö —{ — 


N - Preath'd before + 


1 Bur alas ! theſe were but a ſmall part of thoſe Promiſes which 
he made to their Forefathers ; He had aſſured them more than 
once, That in their Sced al the Ends of the Earth ſbould be bleſſed : 
Rut this was never made in any tolerable ſenſe, before the 
coming of the Meſfioh ; Then it was that God was made known 
hy a more Glorious and Beneficial Name, not only to the Jews 
but to the Gentiles. And thu was the NAME by which he would be 
called, THE'LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, Jerem. 23. v. 6. For 
+ - .{o he became, when by the 8 Sacriſice, and moſt Per- 
fect Obedience of the Bleſſed Jeſus, Di 
tisfyd, and Man thro' Faith and Repentance, was accepted as 
- Righteous in the ſight of God; It was then, that the Gentilet as 
well as the jews, were inſtructed how to offer a more Excellent 
Sacrifice, than under the Law; that they had a more lively Senſe 
af God's Mercies, that their Praiſes and Ihankſgivings grew more 
iritual and Exalted, and were better receiv'd at the Throne of 
Erace, when offer d up in the Name of JESUS. And what Crea- 
* ture is there ſo dull, or ſo ingratefu}, as not to love this Bled 
. Name, 8 Name compos'd of Mercy and Salvation; 4 Name 4 
. which alene we can have Acceſs to the Throne of Grace, by whi 
” - alone we can ſucceed in our letitions, or be accepted in our 
Thankſgivings. | 
He that loveth not, knoweth not God, for God in Love, 1 John, c. 4. 
v. 8. Plainly, Evidently ſo, as to his Mercies thro Chrift Jeſus : 
And he that knows not God, as the Fountain of thoſe Mercies, 
is the Father of our Lord Jeſw, pretends in vain to know him, 
or to love him, or his Neighbour, as he ought to do, by the 
| Light of Nature, or the tance of Human Reaſon only; and 
* conlequently can never attain to any great degree of Ptaiſe and 
Thanksgiving for Publick Bleſſings: For the more he detrafts 
from his Redeemer's Glory, by denying him to be God, or any 
Blaſphemy, or Infidelity whatſoever ; the more he leſſens the 
Love of that Name. therefore the more uncapable does he 
grow of being Joyful in the Lord. ©, TT 
But altho' the Leve of God's Name, which is kindled in our 
Hearts by a Lively Faith in cbri Jew, be the firſt and chief 
Qualification for being truly Joyful in him ; yet there are others, 
either ſpringing from this, or highly improv'd by it, which are. 
abſolutely neceſſary for the ſame Purpoſe ; ſuch as, {AK 
2. A Firm and Steddy Adberence to the Principles of our Ho- 
Iy Religion, ag it is Eſtabliſhed by ſo many 3 5 Laws: For, . 
the juſt Value which we ſet upon that, and the 8 where- 
a! 
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with we profeſs it, will naturally increaſe our Joy, and enliven 
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vane Juſtice was fully fa- . 
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our Thankſgiving, for every Victory or Advantage over the 
nemies of jr. Le bt not be miſtaken ; what I mean is, That 
we ſhould believe ſincerely , what we pretend to do, and 
that we ſhould act Faithfully according to that Belief, act ſo, 
calmly and peaceably in our ſeveral Stations. This can never be 
the Occaſion 'of any Breach of Charity rowards our Neighbour, 
as long as it proceeds from thay Love of Goa which I have been 
| ſpeaking of : For ches will naturally 5 a Proportionable 
of Love towards all Mankind; and therefore it is im- 
poſſible that a Good Chriſtien's Integrity, ſhould be any Prejudice 
to his Moderation. | | : _ 8 
There are Two great Obſtacles to this. One is, the open and 
confident Attempts that are made, againſt the very Fundamen- 
tals of opr Religion, (in which moſt of thoſe that Diſſent from 
us are equally concern d) and Undermining the Foundation of 
all Government: And both theſe under the Pretence of Liberty, 
and with repeated Reproaches of Slavery, and Narrowneſs of 
Spirit, thro wn upon all thoſe who will not joyn with them. 
ut if by Liberty be meant, Liberty of Blaſpheming the Son of 
God; Liberty of running back from Revelation and Govern« 
ment, to the State of Nature; If by Liberty be meant Licen- 
tiouſneſt of any kind, no good Chriſtian, or good Subject, need 
to be afraid to own, that he is againſt his: But if by Liberty 
be meant, the Peaceful 9 of our Civil Rights, ſecure 
from any Uſurpations or Encroachments wharſgever, under the 
Protection of thoſe Laws and Privileges which coſt our Ance- 
ſtors ſo much Blood ; If by Liberty be intended the Acting 
Freely, according to God's Commands, and the Exercifing that 
Religion which was delivered down to us by the Holy Jeſe, 
without Invaſiox or Interruption ; Let all that love that Name, be 
ever Joyful in ſuch Liberty. TA | ; 
- But let nor People be frighted or deluded by Words which 
have loſt their Natural Meaning; or by any vain She of Wit, 
Learning, or Greatneſs of Mind; bur let e one adhere 
firmly and faithfully to the Principles of his Holy Religion; and 
be contented, tho an Engliſbman, to be upbraided with Slavery, 
while he acts Conſcientiouſly, according to the Laws of his 
Country, and under the Protection and Security of them, Re- 
Joices to Worſhip that God with an Upright Heart, whoſe Service 
is perfect Freedom. 1 2 N | 
Another Obſtacle to the Steddineſs and Fidelity, which 
I am ſpeaking of, is, that ſtrange Indifferency as to Religion, 
which is ſo much affected by ſo many in theſe Days; by ſuch 
as trouble themſelves as little about rhe Practice of ir, as the 
Diſputes concerning it ;*and are not like toQuarrel for it indeed, 
becauſe they know little or nothing of the Matter. But few - 
are aware of the ill Conſequences of this : For, Indifferency in 
| Religion wil bring a Man by — to be indifferent in 2 
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is Commendable; To be indiffereu(y Tree in his 
Wards, indifferanly Jef in his Actions, indifforently HonelF in an! 
Truſt or Station; And as theſe Kinds of Indi rency muſt gui 
reateſt Wickedneſs,ſo the other, when driven by 


ct. 


moſt C elity. Now, as this proceeds from 


having no Love of God r all, no Regard to bis Name, of 4g 
0 


having 


. "of hi > ſo it is impoſſible that any one in ſuch a State 
ene n Would 


[cre even | 
— an / Publick vr private Succeſs, be truly Joyfal in bim; tho 


chaps he might be Joyful in his Intereſt or his Pleaſure, bein 
promored.; vr in the Gratifying ſome Lult or Appetite upon 


M1 S227. DIG 2451 N, T6 
' As from hence then it may appear, That the beipg teddy ta 
the Principles of our Holy Religion, (as this is rhe true and Ge-: 
paine Effed of the Loye of God ; as. our Redeemer) will in- 
creaſe, rather than diminiſh a Good Chriſtian's Love to his Neigh- 


bour; fo it likewiſe may appear, that the ſame Steddinefs.is an 


Excellent 2ualificarien, for ki, acknowledging with due Grati- 
tude the Mercies of Divine Providence, in the Preſervation of 
that Religion fsam the Treachery and' Force of the molt. Super- 


| Ricious Enemy of it, and making him truly and acceprably y- 


. ful inthe Lard, a 


. Another Qualification for the ſame Duty, and which ſprings 
One that is juſtly pleaſed with the Remembrance of its Goo 


A ctidos, ot jaſtiy latisfird with the Sincerity of its Repentauce: 
For thabgh Repeotance may ſeem to bave Ittle to do with 
Thankſgiving, yet Confeſſion of our own Weaknels,leads moſt 


Naruzally to Canfeflion of God's Mercies ; and the Heart mu 
be =% from all wn of pot and Eythineſs of the Fleſh, — 


oyful in its God. What has Hell to do with Joy? And yet 
mething of Hell every ill Man feels within himſelf, in Rage 


fdr what Is paſt, Anguiſh under preſent Pain, and Horror for, 


What is to come: No Wacky Enjoyment, not the Elattery of 
Paraſites, non the Softneſs of Luxurious Eaſe , or the Giddy 


Mirth of Intemperancę, can diſpel thoſe Sorrows ; but he. 
droops at the fight of another's Joy, and trembles at the very 


mention of Thankſgiving; becauſe that flrikes him to the 


Heart-with the Senſe” of his own Ingtatitude: Fot he well 


knows that the Ble ſſings which, we thank · God for, were not in- 


tendad far bim, never were beſtowed upon bis Account, but 


ſerve only. for his greater Re proach and Condemnation. U ICT Gn 


abe good Cbtiſtizu lives always in a State of Gratitude ; hisin- 
Decent Abd happy $0 hau ifure | x 
gwiog, gad, all, he fays, zod-all be does, upon ſuck Occahions,. 
er , an becoming 31406 therefore, Il that know ant 
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| ſer him will Imitate and Applaud him : So 


2 
naturally does a good 0 


the Lon MAY o R, Cc. 


Conſcience promote Praiſe In other People, as well as in our 


| {efts of God 


ſery that both ſhould b 
Perception of their ſeveral Objects: Now as the $ 
Quickneſs of the Senſes de 
the Body, ſo the Life and 
. depend u 


and Virtue, long 


fy'd ; ebe fruits 


. 


= 


ful Nation. Alzs ! where ſhall a Man 


is taken to conceal them; but all Shame and Modeſty 


"ſelves. 


" 0 bah and ſee thet the Lard is good, Pm 34.9. . Tie EE 


$ Goodneſs are as plain to the | Underſtanding a 
what we ſee and taſte is to our Senſes ; but tha: Underſtandini 
as well as theſe Senſes be vitiated ; and therefore it is — 


pt in Order, for the quick andtrue 
and 
upon the good Conſtitution of 
igor of the Underſtanding; exerted 
in the ſeveral Paſſions of Love, Joy, Oc. as they relate to God, 
op a Good Conſcience, which is the Right Conſtitu- 
tion of the Soul: Wherefore the Soul muſt be nur d r6 Piety 
raQis'd in habitual Goodneſs, before it can 
truly reliſh God's Mercies ; and when this is fo;good Men will 
have a more acute and lively, (becauſe a more Spiritual and In- 
relleQhal) Senſe of Divine Goodneſs, than the ourward Senſes 
can ever be capable of, as to their Objects: From whence it 
follows, that as they are moſt capable of diſcerning God's Good. 
neſs, ſo _— are beſt qualifyed to be joyful in him. Add to this, 
that the Holy Spirit deſcends upon 


which Spirit, are love, jey, piace, long-ſuffering, 
nilene/r, goodneſs, &c. ul which contribure I 
ighening and adoraing, of irs Praiſe and Thankſgiving 
Having thus ſhewn what the Principal Qualifications are, by 
which a good Chriſtian may be beſt prepar d for the Duty of 
Thankſgiving, I come now to ſhew, BY 


„ III. By what Means or Motives he may be moſt efeQually 
excited to the Performance of it. » HAS > 
1. He ought to conſider the great Unworthineſs of this Sin- 
begin, that would repre- 
ſent this, when ſo many dreadful Errors and Vices offer them- 
ſelves at once to his View ; Offer themſelves, I ſay, for no — 
is 1o 
in the Pride and Impudence of Lewdneſs and Infidelity: Alas ! 
what little Hope is there to reform our Manners , (after all the 
honeſt Pains, of ſo many well-meaning'Men-ro this purpoſe} 
when the chief Articles of our Faith are not only atrack'd e 
ly, but exposr'd with Inſolence and Scorn ? And when Blaſphemy 
toams out from the Preſs o often unpuaiſſi d, nay applauded ; 
can any wonder at the Wildneſs of People's Actions, or the 
Looſeneſs of their Converſation? When once he fool has ſaid 
in his heart, that there. is wo God; it is but a {mall ſtep for him to 
— next that there is no Virtue ; and then every Paſſion and 


Abppetite ſhall be let looſe, to act accordingly. 


: ö | But 


Soul , that is ſo qualic- , - 
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© +, Bas of ail the Vices of. this Age, none are more Injurious to 


tte Publick, er more Remarkible, than rhor Crucley, and Oppreſ-. 
Fe, that Barbarous Extortion , that Ruining of many Sober and 
iaduftrious Families, that grow low in the World, only through 
Want of Trade, Bufinels, or Diſhoneſty. If it be à Sin to ex- 
to from the Wealthy, though ever ſo wicked, what muſt it be 
do draw Exceſſive Sums from the Poor Honeſt Debtor, and Cruſh 
im and Impriſon him when he can give no more? Whilſt ma. 
- - my. that are guilty of this, Riot in Luxury and Wantonneſs, and 
' "Feaſt upon the Widows Tears, and Orphans Cries ; nay, throw 
Away more in one Night's Gaming or Intemperance, than would 
Maintain many Good Subjects, and Unhappy Chriftians. © + 
On the other ſide, what Rancor, Malice, and Detraction! 
what Subdivifions of Parties! what odious Terms of Diſtin- 
Hog, invented by the Cunning, and applied by the Ignorant or 
Malicious; are tôſid about like Firebrands among us! Alas, 
how. well might thoſe Words of the Prophet Hoſes , Cap. 13. 
v. g. be applied to this Nation; O Iſrael , thou haſt deſtreyed th 
5 but in ne is thy help: Thou haſt done all that a wicked, 
liſh , and ingrateful People could do, for their utter Ruin, 


for the calling down my Judgments, and forcing me to give ; 


. | thee, thy Religion, and thy Laws, up to thy Implacable 
& N but nqtu/ithſtanding all this, in Me it chy Help. It is I 
that have maintain d thee in Peace, and Security at Home. 


It is I that have Baffled all the Arts and Contrivances of Fraud 
der Ferce, in thy Enemies Abroad ; and yet, is it thus that thou 


Trerurneſt Thanks to thy God ? Be Inſtructed at length by my 
Aurdies to thee, if not by my Judgment upon others. Be inſtructed, 
O Feruſal:m, left my Soul depart from thee, left I make thee deſolate, a 
Lend novinhibited, Jerem. 6 8. f (NF. | 
And for the being ſo Inſtructed more Effectually, let us in the 
next place compare our Condition with that of other Coun. 
* ; How many have been waſted by Earthquakes, Peſtilence, 
amine, and the Sword ? How many others have been deſtroy- 


ed by being the Seat of War, expos'd to the immediate Neceſ- 
firies of their Friends, as well as the Barbarous Devaſtations of 
cheir Enemies; While we, tho' no lefs wicked than they, ſe- 
curd like the 1roelites in the Land of Geſben, go on confelently- 
nn our Sins, and are always giving more Occaſions for Days of 
Humiliation than Thankſgiving. But if we would not have 


this to be che laſt, if we would not have the Hypocriſy of our 


Praiſe to be added to our other Crimes; let us take an Impar- 
tial View of the Wickedneſs of this Sinful Nation, and with 
the Game Impartiality look inward into our ſelves ; for this will 
give us a'due Senſe of our Unworthineſs, make every one aſtc - 
niſh d at the Greatneſs ot God's Goodneſs ? and in Holy Trar - 
ſports of Wonder end Thank(piving, is be jfal in Him. 
3 | . FP | 
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2. Another ſort:of Means or Motives, whereby we may be 
excited to the Performance of this may ariſe from the 
conſidering attentively, The Nature of 'theſe Evils, which we 
muſt have ſuffered, if our Enemies had prevail'd; and by whar 
wondrous Events God himſelf hath plainly — * and delivered 
us hitherto from them. The Chief Evils which we have been 
delivered from, are the Religion of Rome, and the Power of France; 
Evils dreadfal enough when ſingle, much more when joined 
together. : | 
Nor are they 


very different in themſelves ; for what is the 


 Infallibility of Rome, but Arbitrary Error? And what is her S- 


premacy , but Arbitrary Uſurpation over all other Biſhops, nay 
over the moſt Arbitrary Princes themſelves ; nay, over the Conſc;- 


. ences of all Mankind * If all Slavery be ſo juſtly odĩous, ought 


not the Fetters that are forced upon our Reaſon, our Judgment, 
and our Senſes, to be as much abhorr'd, as the Arbitrary Diſpo- 
ſal of our Induſtry, our Eſtates, or our Lives? Or what can be 
left to thoſe Unhappy Men, that are both ways Eaſlay'd ? Yer 
how very near were we once to have been ſo? Wherefore, 
when our Eyes are open d by theſe Conſiderations, let us behald 

the Wonders which God has wrought , for the Delivering us 


from ſuch Dreadful Evils. 


Before this War, it had been ſome Ages fince our Armies 
had met with any Signal Courſe of Victory in Foreign Coun- 


tries; and we had livda great while upon the Glory which 
our Fathers got at* Crefſſy , Poictiers, and Agincourt : But thoſe 


have been Exceeded in our Days, confidering the Enemy which 
we have now to do withal ;-and the greateſt Actiens of our moſt 
Warlike Princes, ſurpaſt by a SUB ECT of Great-Britain. 
Indeed, ſcarce any Hiſtory can Parallel our Succeſſes, unleſs ir 
be that of the Iſraelites ; yet the Sun ſtood till but à few Hours 
in the Days of Jeſbus, till they were put into Poſſeſſion of but 
One Victory; whereas, the ſierceſt Seaſon was kept back for 
many Weeks, till we by ſeveral Conqueit; were avenged of our Ene- 
mies, The Current of Succeſs has increas'd for a long Courſe 
of Years, and has riſen ſtill higher, the further it has flow'd. 
No Art of Fortification, no Fraud or Force above Ground, or 
under it; No Advantages of Nature; No Woods, Defiles, 
Moraſſes, Retrenchment upon Retrenchment, tho” deep as their 
Fears could make them, could put any Stop to it: While, to 
Deceive, or to Eſcape, has been look'd upon as ſuffct ent Matter of 
Triumph, by our Enemies. e * 
But in vain do they pretend to either: We have Penetrated 
ioto France already, in too feeling a Senſe; Their Academies, 
thoſe Funds of Flattery , are ready to fail, as much as their 
others: We have taken their very Juſcriprion}”as well as their 
Standard:; and all the Trop bict, Panegyrics, Medals, the Well, 
carv'd Statuer, and Well-penn'd © Dedigarions of {6 many Years, 
| 5 are 
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' are become of no Uſe, no Senſe at all. unleſs they be apply'd 
anew to their Conqueror. Forgive me, if I am a little warm 
upon this .Occation : Had this Enemy been truly Humbled, 
had he atted Openly and Generouſſy, and proceeded with Inte- 
grity and Honour; Silence would have bell become his Mitery, 
and our Glory. But who can bear with fo much Vanity, Arti- 
fice, and Iaſincerity? Ho little has been ſaid, if we conſider 
Theſe; and how eaſy is it to ſay more? However, let that be 
the Task of ſomebody elle, in ſome other Place. | F 
__ »  , Such Miraculous Events as theſe, contain fo much Good to 
. _- our elves, and ſo much Evil to our Enemies, as might plainly . 
diſcover the Hand of Providence all along; and this would be 
© acknowledged more readily, were not People taken up with ſuch 
Admiration of former Times, and continually Magnifying the 
_ Ereat Actions of the Greeks and Romans. For theſe being re- 
. , Corded with all the Advantages of Wir and Eloquence, and to 
little mention being made of their Gods, or the Gods they men- 
tion being ſo Ridiculous ; the fond Admirer is apt to look upon 
the Wiſe and Great Men of thoſe Days, as ating only by Hu- 
man Prudeacc or Force; and that the Cyrus, Alexanders, and 
Caeſar's, were carry d on by their n Impulſr, and were the 
Formers of their own Grandeur: Whereas, they would find: 
it quite other wiſe, if they would but Vouchſafe to look into the 
Holy Scciptures; they would there fee how Cyrus was foretold 
by | = many Years before he was born, Ib 44. 28. How 
Alexander's Swift Succeſs, and Sudden Empite, and the Divificn 
of it after his h : How the ſeveral Changes in the Greateſt 
Kingdoms of the World, till the Time of the Meſfab's Coming, 
and ther Time alſo, were exactly foretold by the Prophet Han- 
el, (Cap. 7, and 8.) and be led to acknowledge, That Divine 
Providence is particularly concern d in all Great Events; and 
look no further for the Nobleſt Subjects of our Wonder, or our 
Praiſe, than into thoſe Holy Writings. . | L - 
I For Inſtance : What Example can be more Illuſtrious, both 
3 / as to the being God's own. Particular Choice, and as to the Exe 
4 cuting faichfully his moſt Important Commands, than that of 
David, who naturally comes firſt ro my Mind, as the Author 
of my Text. I by no means deſign to draw any Exact Parallel 
between the Man after God's enn Heart, the Royal Prophet, be- 
J tween H;x whoſe Great Actions could never have admitted of 
"4 . any Additian, but only from his own Immortal Hymns of Thank/- 
4 wing; and any other Perſon what ſorver. Yer there are ſome 
Parts of his Character, ſome Circumſtances of his Life, which 
A done cannot help refle cttug upon, whenever. his Name is menti- 
4 daed. By how many Degrees did God exalt him to ſo great a 
1 Height, to be che Detender, the Deliverer of his Country, and 
the Conqueror of its Enemies + How undaunted was his Cou- 
rage! How unmovesble his Eaticnce | How fteddy was he in 
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well choſen C5unſels, how watchful in Difficulries, ſedate in 


Aion, merciful in Succeſs! It is Perſons ſo Qualify'd, that God 


makes uſe of in his Greateſt and moſt Important Defigns, and 


that chiefly deſerve our Admiration. | 

3. Another great Motive to prevail withThoſe who are quali- 
yd as above, #0 be joyful in the Lord, is the Common Good which 
may be Obtained, to ſo great 4 Part of Mankind, as well as Our 
Selves, by the compleating of theſe Mercies in a General and 
Lafting Peace... | s | - 
Nothing can enlarge the Heart more, than the Ch Eian Re- 
ligion, as founded in the Love of the Saving Name of Jeſw: 
"Therefore this muſt inſpire us with Great and Noble Deſires, 
ſtretch them beyond the Jow and contiaRed Views of Priyate 
Self-Intereſt, and extend our Prayers for the Good of Human 
Nature. This will teach us to conſidet chiefly, how to fix the 
Balance of Power, and hy what Means to ſecure moſt effect ual- 
ly, the Liberties and Laws of diſtant Countries, of all Ewrope, as 
well agof our own ; and: wiſh for ſuch @ Peace, not, as will give 
us more Leiſure and Opportunity to purſue our ſeveral Vices; 
not ſuch a one as the Luxurious and Coward ly ſigh after, but ſuch 
as Cicero recom mends, when he tells us, Pax oft tranquilla libertas, 
(=.Phillippic.} The Peace which every Wiſe and Good Man deſires, 
is that which is the Happy Effect of Liberties being Secwe and at 


Eaſe ; ſecure from the Enwoachment of Ambition, and at Perfect 


Eaſe, under the Free and Impertial Execution of Good Laws; and as 
AS it concerns this Nation in particular, in the Præſuvatien of our 
Excellent Conflituton, both in Church and State. © 
He that has ſuch Generous and Noble Aims, will be always 
ready to Rejoice at every Step towards ſo Glorious an End; muſt . 
have been ſtruck with Delight at the firſt Dawning of it; and be 
lo much more as he ſees it rife, and approach neater and nearer, 


77 every Conqueſt, and every Victory. Wherefore it is one 
0 


the great Miſtakes of this Age, to ſuppoſe that our Holy 
Rehgibn contracts the Soul, and gives People a Meanneſs and 
Narrowneſs of Spirir,: Fo: that Soul, which is Naturally and Re- 
gularly Great, hecomes much more ſo, hy Religion; becauſe 
this makes it become more and more like ante G,: And the Love 
of Ckriſ conſtrains us, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it, urges us and 
preſſes us by ſuch Motives of Love, Mercy, Compaſſion and 
Charity, bath from the xampl: and Commands of our Graci- 
ous Redeemer ; as cann"t poſſibly be drawn from Human Res- 


ſon, or the Light of Nature only; and will male the Good Chri- 


ftian more ſteddy and conſtant ia the Practice of them, the more 
ſteddy and conſtant he is, in that Holy Religion. And what can 
recommend a Man more to the World than this? What can be 


ſo much for every Man's Security and Advantage, as Integri 
when joined with Charity? Theſe are the chief Morives by which 


a Good Man ſo 12 y'd as abovementioned, may be excited to 
be Joyful in his God. I cone now to ſhew Laſtly, IV. 
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VVV. In what manner, they who are thus Qualify'd and Mov'd, 
may be * in God, as to be accepted by him. , 
1. Then; Let this be done without Pride or wat + without 
_ any Aggravation of Vain-Glory,or Detraction from thoſe whom 
+ God has employ d, as the Inſtruments of thoſe Bleſſings which 
e Celebrate this Day: Let Fuffice attend upon our Joy let us 
Celebrate the Memory of thoſe Gallant Men, that fell. in their 
Country's, nay, Erope's Cauſe ; and Receive thoſe who Sur- 
vive with Honour and Triumph; till our Gratitude, Admira- 
tion, and Joy, center all at laſt in the Praiſe of God, and what - 
ever we Rejoice for, be chiefly Attributed to his Infinite Wiſ- 


dom, and Almighty Power. 7 4 
2. Let our Praiſe be attended with Acts of Friendſhip and 
Charity, Clemency, and Forgiveneſs gf one another; Let the 
Siek, the Poor, and the Priſoner be encouraged to affiſt in our 
Thankſgiving, and enjoy and partake of thoſe Bleſſings in ſome 
"meaſure, which God deſigned ſhould be Publick and Unfverſal. 
Let all Cruelty and Hardbeartedneſs, towards thoſe whom it is 
any ways in our Power to Ruin or Hurt, be put away; and let 
not the Extertioner and Oppreſſor, Let not the Mercileſs Uſurer pre- 
dend to be Joyful in God : What has he to do with Gratitude or 
Juſtice ? How can he be pleasd with Victory, who dreads 
Peace as much as he does Reftiturion ? | | A 
And though Polite Countries do not uſe to fetch Examples for | 
their Behavidur from their Armies, yet we may juſtly do ſo at 
preſent : The Unanimity of ſo many Nations, different in Lan- 
, guage, Cuſtoms, and Religion; rhe Friendſhip of the Two Gene- 
rals, where Conſciouſneſs of mutual Worth, and equal Securi- 
ty of Glory, with equal Deſire of the Publick Good, damps En- 
vy and Jealouſy, deſerves our Admiration: Particularly how 
Remarkable was the Clemency of the Conqueror, never Fright- 
ed, and therefore never Cruel? Human and Moderate in the , | 
midſt of Bloody Triumph, ind Demonſtrated moſt Gloriouſly 
n the Care of to many Wounded Enemies! Tho' the Victory 
de denied, by thoſe who deſerted theſe in the Regularity of their 
Flight, (ſuch are the Advantages of Experience) yer theſe at leaſt, 
will own themſelves doubly Conquer d. This Proceeding,oughe 
ta lead us to ſomething of the like Nature at Home, towards 
choſe whom the ſame Providence has any ways made the Ob. 
jects of our Mercy and Compaſſion. - | 79 
J. Our Praiſe will be moſt acceptable ro God, and moſt pro- 
Per to obtain the Increaſe and Continuation of theſe Bleſſings ro 
us, af it be attended with Reſolutions of Amendment, and of 
F doing 211 that we can in a Charitable and Chriſtian way, to pro- 
. more God's Glory. For this, we have not only his Commands 
Tepeared to us over and over, in his Holy Goſpel, but he has al- 
o niſed us vp ſine Examples, even in this Wicked Age One T 
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* à⁊ãm ſure, eminently above al the reſt. Above them A in Gud- 
# + *meſr, more than in Greatncſt; and for whom we may beſt Praiſe 
d, God, at this Diſtance : It is SHE that is the Foundation of all 


$4 8 8 HE, who us'd to be the bright Example of 
True and Fervent Praiſe in this Holy Place, and would have 
been ſo now, had not God thougbt fitting to mingle Afflictions 
with her Triumphs, to compleat Her Character, and make Her 
the me Perfect ple of every Chriftian Virrue. But more 
eſpecially is She ſo, for Her Piety and Charity. No Life was 
ever ſo equally divided, between the Care of Her People, and 
the Service of Her God: Never had ſo much Retirement fo vaſt 
an Influence ; Sovereign Goodneſs reſembles ſo very much the 
Divine Nature, that it has a kind of Ubiquity, and prevails at 
the ſame time in different Places ; Always Beneficial at Home, 
and always Vi gorious Abroad. It is Her continual Devotion, 
Her fervent Prayers that have fought for us; and will always do © 
fo (if our Sins do not interpoſe): No need of any Are or 
Hur to ſupport thoſe Hands, (Vid. Exe. 17. 12.) which have been 
ſo actuſtomed to be lifted up towards Heaven, or ( which is 
72 acceptable to the Father of Mercies) to the diſtrihuting 
Alms, Comfort, and Support, to ſo many Thouſands. -Cer- 
cainly never did any Prince extend the Bounds of Empire {6 
Gloriouſly, as She has done by the Union of Her Kingdoms, and 
by Reigning ſo Uſiiverſally in the Hearts of all her People, nay, 
in thoſe of remoteſt. Nations. Alas then! how comes it to paſs 
that ſ#ch an Example is no better followed? Why are there fo 
few good Chriſtians among ſo many good Subjects 7 Why are 
there no more that Imitate, where ct one pretends to Love? 
Little does She think how this will rife in Judgment one Day, 
and againſt how many of her Subjects; ir is well that She 
does not, nay, that She canno: : This Reflection would be tor- 
menting to ſo Tender and Compaſſionate an Heart, and there. 
fore Happy is She, that Her Modeſty and Humility make it im- 
poſſible that it ſhould enter there. Wherefore let us Sum pp in 
HER all ourThankſgivings ; let us reſolve to follow, though at a 
great diſtance, that Heavenly Example which She ſets before us, 
and let us beg of God for Her, Increaſe of Days, Happineſs and 
Glory; and Conclude all, by Applying to Her thoſe juf Ac- 
knowledgments which the Grateful 7ews made to Judith, tho ſhe 
ſaved Iſrael by a very different way: 
Thon art the Exaltation of Jeruſalem, Thou art the Great Glery of 
Iſrael, "Thou art the Great Rejoicing of our Nation; Th 
' haſt done much Good to Iſrael, and the Lord 1 pleaſed therewith : Bleſ= 
ſed be thou of rhe Almighty Lord for cvermore, Judith 15. 9, and 
er. 5 N 
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